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What is Big 
Ideas Inc.?  

The first phase of our 
business plan is to 
provide community 
education-style 
classes to introduce 
any demographic who 
wishes to try skills in 
trades such as 
carpentry, welding, 
plumbing, electrical, 
masonry, commercial 
cooking, and 
commercial sewing, 
Just to name a few!! 

Why are we 
needed?   

Skilled trades have 

taken a social beating 

and back seat to 4-

year degrees and 

white collar careers 

for years now. 

We intend to provide 

meaningful ways to 

give people of all ages 

and stages of life the 

chance to try their 

hand at what may 

become a hobby, 

cottage business, or a 

new career! 

Discover, Explore, & Learn Real-World Trade Skills! 
Upcoming Classes: 

Fall & Winter 

Introduction to Carpentry – Level 0   

No prior knowledge or experience in carpentry 
is necessary. This course will teach you how to 
use the tools and machines needed in 
carpentry safely and effectively.   

Carpentry–Level 1–Beginners Wood 
Projects 

Participants will construct a 2’x2’ outdoor 
planter or similar project.  This class reinforces 
the safety rules, proper use of most power 
machines, and proper use of power hand tools 
taught in level 0.   

Welding – MIG/Wire Feed 

In this class participants will review the safety 
rules while learning basic welding and shop 
concepts.  

Welding – TIG 

This course will continue to reinforce safe 
practices and increase the participants skillset 
in welding.  Machine setup and basic welding 
technique will be taught. 

 

Introduction to Sewing – Pillow Case 

This class requires no prior knowledge of, nor 
experience in, machine sewing! If you are 
interested in basic sewing skills like threading 
a machine, pinning material for stitching, and 
making straight seams, this class is for you! 

Sewing – Reading and Using Patterns 

In this one-night class, you wil learn to read 
and lay out a pattern, pin your pattern and 
fabric, and practice your skills in stitching as 
you make a pair of lounge/pajama pants.  

Baking Basics – Decorated Cookies 

Cookie decorating does not have to be hard 
or scary, but it helps to learn the tips and 
tricks that make it easier! This class will cover 
the basics of baking and decorating 
techniques. 

For more information, class dates and 
times, location, and sign up 
instructions – please find us on 
Facebook or go to 

www.BigIdeasUSA.org! 
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Here’s a common question: Is 

it possible to get a job that 

pays well without spending 

four or more years at a 

traditional college or 

university?  

The answer is yes.  Absolutely! 

In fact, a lot of people choose 

to  bypass that longer path and 

end up with some of America’s 

highest-paying jobs. Without a 

degree like a bachelor’s, they 

are still able to out-earn many 

four-year college graduates.  

So, what does it take? It takes 

a broader view of your 

educational options as well as 

the enthusiasm to learn what 

kinds of skills are actually 

needed in the marketplace. 

The opportunities for those 

with just two years or less of 

trade school or vocational 

training can be surprising.  

Career and technical schools 

specialize in putting students 

on a more defined path to 

succeeding in the job market. 

And they offer the chance to 

earn quick degrees or 

diplomas and complete fast 

certification programs. In fact, 

many of the highest-paying 

entry-level jobs can be 

attained with only two years 

Some 30 million jobs in 

the US that pay an 

average of $55,000/year 

don’t require a 

bachelor’s degree! 

or less of focused career 

education. 

That’s the real value of short 

vocational schooling. It’s all 

about getting new 

opportunities and positive 

return on investment (ROI), 

which is the extra amount you 

can earn in your lifetime as a 

graduate, after subtracting the 

cost of schooling and the 

amount that a typcial non-

graduate would earn.  The ROI 

of graduation from a 

vocational college or trade 

school is often very good since 

you’re being taught 

marketable skills and technical 

abilities that employers need 

instead of just theory. 

Career Examples 

The following career examples 

don’t require much post-

secondary education.  In a lot 

of cases, all you need is a 

simple two-year associate’s 

degree. And for some of them, 

a diploma or certificate is 

enough to get you started, 

which can often be earned in 

matter of months.  

Dental Hygienist – cleaning 

teach, inspecting mouths for 

signs of disease, and 

educationg patients about 

proper oral care are the 

primary duties for this career.  

Median pay=$74,070 with job 

growth projected at 20% by 

2026. 

Electrician – With a little 

vocational schooling and an 

apprenticeship you can enter 

this trade that lets you wire 

buildings for electrical power 

and communications. Median 

pay=$54,110 with job growth 

projected at 9% by 2026. 

HVAC Technician – these 

tradespeople install, maintain, 

and repair the systems that 

heat and cool our homes, 

businesses, and other 

buildings. Median 

pay=$47,080 with job growth 

projected at 15% by 2026. 

National salary and job growth data is 

taken from the US Bureau of Labor 

Statistics. Median pay will vary based 

on which part of the country you live 

and experience levels.  

Reviving Blue 
Collar Work 
Jobs You Can Train 
for in 2 Years or Less 



 

 

  

EYE ON IT 

Welding fun facts: 

Welding does not require 

a college degree and is 

one of the few jobs where 

you can earn a six-figure 

salary with as little as 

nine months of training! 

Underwater welders 

often charge over $1,000 

a day for their services. 

Welders who work on 

industrial shut downs 

typically make six-figure 

salaries, work six months 

out of the year, and 

spend the other six 

months doing whatever 

they like—not a bad deal, 

huh? 

NASCAR racing teams 

require welders as an 

integral part of their pit 

crews. 

Since welders are needed 

in nearly every industry 

around the globe, they 

have the flexibility to 

switch industries without 

ever changing careers! 

Welders are going to be 

needed no matter what is 

built as long as it is made 

of metal; the world’s 

economies cannot survive 

without the technology of 

welding. 

 For more information, visit: 

http://www.gowelding.org/7_In

credible_Facts_About_a_Career

_in_Welding.html 

Who wants a job?! 

Construction, along with 

health care and personal care, 

will account for one-third of all 

new jobs through 2022, 

according to the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics. There will also 

be a need for new plumbers 

and new electricians. And, as 

politicians debate a massive 

overhaul of the nation’s roads, 

bridges and airports, the US 

Department of Education 

reports that there will be 68 

percent more job openings in 

infrastructure-related fileds in 

the next five years that there 

are people training to take 

them. 

For more information and 
complete articles see: 
 

* 2012 American Community 

Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, 

website last visited on April 20, 

2016. 

** Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. 

Department of Labor, Occupational 

Employment Statistics, website 

last visited on June 20, 2018. 

*** Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. 

Department of Labor, Occupational 

Outlook Handbook, website last 

accessed on January 4, 2018. 

Georgetown University, "What it's 

Worth?: The Economic Value of 

College Majors," website last 

accessed on April 20, 2016. 

MN Best Vocational Schools: 

South Central College, Mankato, 

MN – Includes programs with a 

rural focus, with seeral 

agribusiness options, as well as 

programs in the health sciences 

and manufacturing.  

Saint Paul College, St. Paul, MN – 

Programs feature collaborative and 

active learning, with strong student 

support systems to promote 

success. Programs offered in 

transportation, construction, 

manufacturing, esthetics, health IT, 

and personal training.  

 

Mike Rowes Tip of the Trades 

https://www.census.gov/
https://www.bls.gov/oes/
https://www.bls.gov/oes/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/whats-it-worth-the-economic-value-of-college-majors/
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/whats-it-worth-the-economic-value-of-college-majors/
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/whats-it-worth-the-economic-value-of-college-majors/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1227 North Broadway, Suite B 

New Ulm , MN 56073 

507-359-0628 or 866-992-4443 

www.BigIdeasUSA.org 

Upcoming Events: 
 

  

 

 

 

We would love 
to help you 
succeed! 


