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What is Big 
Ideas Inc.? 

The first phase of our 
business plan is to 
provide community 
education-style 
classes to introduce 
any demographic who 
wishes to try skills in 
trades such as 
carpentry, welding, 
plumbing, electrical, 
masonry, commercial 
cooking, and 
commercial sewing, 
Just to name a few!! 

Why are we 
needed?   

Skilled trades have 
taken a social beating 
and back seat to 4-
year degrees and 
white collar careers 
for years now. 

We intend to provide 
meaningful ways to 
give people of all ages 
and stages of life the 
chance to try their 
hand at what may 
become a hobby, 
cottage business, or a 
new career! 

 

Discover, Explore, & Learn Real-World Trade Skills! 
Upcoming Classes: 
September  

Introduction to Carpentry – Level 0   

No prior knowledge or experience in carpentry 
is necessary. This course will teach you how to 
use the tools and machines needed in 
carpentry safely and effectively.   

Carpentry–Level 1–Beginners Wood 
Projects 

Participants will construct a 2’x2’ outdoor 
planter or similar project.  This class reinforces 
the safety rules, proper use of most power 
machines, and proper use of power hand tools 
taught in level 0.   

Welding – MIG/Wire Feed 

In this class participants will review the safety 
rules while learning basic welding and shop 
concepts.  

Welding – TIG 

This course will continue to reinforce safe 
practices and increase the participants skillset 
in welding.  Machine setup and basic welding 
technique will be taught. 

 

Introduction to Sewing – Pillow Case 

This class requires no prior knowledge of, nor 
experience in, machine sewing! If you are 
interested in basic sewing skills like threading 
a machine, pinning material for stitching, and 
making straight seams, this class is for you! 

Sewing – Reading and Using Patterns 

In this one-night class, you wil learn to read 
and lay out a pattern, pin your pattern and 
fabric, and practice your skills in stitching as 
you make a pair of lounge/pajama pants.  

Baking Basics – Decorated Cookies 

Cookie decorating does not have to be hard 
or scary, but it helps to learn the tips and 
tricks that make it easier! This class will cover 
the basics of baking and decorating 
techniques. 

For more information, class dates and 
times, location, and sign up 
instructions – please find us on 
Facebook or go to 
www.BigIdeasUSA.org! 

 

this issue 
Upcoming Classes P.1 

Trades Today  P.2 

Facts & Fun P.3 

Upcoming Events P.4 

ISSUE 

Sep tember  
2018  

01 

http://www.bigideasusa.org/


 

  

In the 90s and early 00s, 
everything was about the 
business world. Wall street 
was going gangbusters, this 
new fangled thing called the 
internet was taking off, and 
dream jobs were those in 
which you sat in an office with 
a computer and made millions.  
Today’s youth have those 
same notions of where the 
good jobs are, but nowehere 
near the same success in 
finding them.  It’s time young 
people looked outside the 
white collar box when it comes 
to landing a steady, good 
paying job.  

For far too long the skilled 
trades have been neglected as 
not having any benefits.  
People are starting to see that 
blue collar work offers some 
real advantages over white 
collar work.  There are jobs 
available, pay is good, job 
security is excellent, and the 
satisfacation may be greater.  
In some cases and for some 
people, better jobs and 
benefits will comes as a result 
of a 4-year degree, and that’s 
just fine.  But for some folks, 
that’s just not the case.  

      
      
     

     
  

For every 3 tradesmen 

who retire, there’s only 

1 trained person to fill 

the position! 

Trade School: Cheaper & 

Shorter 

Your average bachelor’s 

degree is likely to cost you over 

$100,000 – closer to $150,000 

if completely financed through 

loans! OUCH! 

The vast majority of training 

programs for the skilled 

trades, on the other hand, last 

from 6 months to 2 years, and 

will cost just over $30,000.  

Even if that cost is entirely 

financed by students loans, 

you are looking at a total of 

$40,000, which is still a savings 

of at least $110,000!! 

Compensation: Trades Jobs 

are Well-Paying 

If we look at averages, the 

paychecks for trades are either 

at or above other careers.  One 

study of the trades from just 

the state of Michigan found 

the above to be true – that the 

celing was higher for white 

collar, but the median was 

acutally higher for blue collar. 

The range for skilled trades 

was $13-34 per hour  

for a median of $21/per hour. 

For all other occupations the 

range was $8-$39 per hour for 

a median of $16/hour. 

You may be surprised to learn 

that being a tradesman would 

get into that somewhat 

hallowed six-figure salary 

range in far less time, and with 

far less money spent on 

schooling, than just about any 

other field of work.  

Job Security: The Skilled 

Trades Can’t Be Outsourced 

In our new economy, job 

security just doesn’t exist. 

Anything can happen to any 

company, and you can be let 

go. The trades, on the other 

hand, simply cannot be 

outsourced. The world will 

always need mechanics, 

electricians, plumbers, 

welders, etc.  

Reviving Blue 
Collar Work 
5 Benefits of 
Working in the 
Skilled Trades 



 

 

  EYE ON IT 
Current Industry Trends 

According to the National 

Electrical Contractors 

Association, 7,000 

electricians join the field 

each year, but 10,000 

retire. As job openings 

continue to increase 

without new laborers to 

fill them, the situation 

could impact every 

element of skilled trades, 

from new construction to 

home repair.  

And….. 

The global staffing firm 

Adecco predicts a grim 

future in which 31 million 

skilled trade posiitons are 

left vacant by year 2020. 

Already 62% of firms 

report struggling to fill 

important skilled trade 

positions, particularly in 

the construction and 

electrical industries.  The 

elimination of shop class 

in high schools played a 

big role in students’ lack 

of familiarity with blue 

collar job options.  

 

Let us know what you 
think!  

 Find us on Facebook 

 or go to  

www.BigIdeasUSA.org  

today! 

 

Availability: There Are Plenty 
of Jobs For the Taking 
A big part of the skill gap here 
in America is simply that there 
are more tradesmen retiring 
than entering the field. Among 
all jobs in th US, workers aged 
25-44 make up about 48% of 
the workforce; among skilled 
trades that number is 46%, a 
mere 2-point difference.  
In fact, in just the next few 
years, an expected 2.5 million 
middle-skill jobs (those that 
require less than a bachelor’s 
degree but more than a high 
school diploma) will be added 
to the workforce! 

Intangibles: The Satisfaction  

Do you want to spend 40 years 
of your life bored and 
dissatisfied for most of your 
day? While boredom can 
happen at any job, the 
tradesman who’s working with 
his hands all day simply has 
less opportunity for 
disengagement. 
Another factor is simply the   
satisfaction that can come 
from doing something tangible 
and concrete with your time.  
For complete article written by  
Jeremy Anderberg see: 
https:/www.artofmanliness.com/artic
les/reviving-blue-collar-work-5-
benefits-of-working-in-the-skilled-
trades/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Job Opportunities in the Trades: 

Welder at APT Machining in 

Kasota, MN $17-$21/hour. 

Licensed Plumbing Technician – 

Mankato, MN $20-$30/hour 

Boiler Operator/Maintenance 

Technician in Sleepy Eye, MN $25-

$30/hour 

Painter at SpecSys, Inc. in New 

Ulm, MN $15-$18/hour 

**jobs posted on Indeed.com** 

 

Mike Rowes Tip of the Trades 

http://www.big/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1227 North Broadway 

Suite B 

New Ulm , MN 56073 

507-359-0628 or 866-992-4443 

www.BigIdeasUSA.org 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Dig It! Saturday, September 22 at 9am at the Children’s 
Museum of Southern Minnesota.  Fantastic opportunity 
for students grades 8-12 to get into big equipment and 
give them a whirl!  More information available on our 
Facebook page or www.BigIdeasUSA.org. 

We would love 
to help you 
succeed! 


